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Foreword

Introduction: From John Wycliff e to Vision 2025

Preface

Urgency: It’s About Purpose

Partnership: When 1 + 1 = 3

Capacity Building: It’s a People Process

Creative Strategies: Pouring New Wine into New Wineskins

Sustainability: The Art of Transition

Beneath the Canopy: The Waorani of Ecuador

Prayer: Our Greatest Resource

You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read by all 
. . . written not with ink but by the Spirit of the living God, not 
on tablets of stone but on tablets of fl esh, that is, of the heart.

—2 Corinthians 3:2,3 (NKJV)



UrgencyIt’s About Purpose

  or the worldwide family of Christian mission 
agencies known as Wycliffe Bible Translators, along with numer-
ous partnering organizations, our sense of urgency is based on 
God’s deep affection for humanity. He desires that individuals 
from every tribe, language, people and nation on earth enter into 
an eternal relationship with Him. This perception of urgency, as 
it relates to Vision 2025, energizes and emboldens us to make the 
Word of God accessible to the language communities of the earth 
sooner rather than later. Yet it focuses more on intention than on 
haste or speed.

It often appears that at no time is there enough time for all we 
feel we need to do with the time we’re given. But appearances can 
be deceiving. How can we make better use of our time? As we 
serve God and help fulfill His desire, we seek to be good stew-
ards of the resources He has given us. We do this by discovering, 

developing and strengthening the ability in others; by being inno-
vative and resourceful in the way we work; and by always aiming 
to leave behind translation and other language-related ministries 
that will outlive our presence.

To achieve these objectives raises issues of how we might 
work differently rather than harder, and so meet the needs 
of language communities without Scripture in their mother 
tongues. Urgency motivates us to be more inclusive as to who 
leads language projects and with whom we might partner. We 
must consider additional creative means to guide us in allocating 
our human and financial resources more effectively. Urgency in 
our personal and corporate lives involves much diligent, earnest, 
resolute, insistent, firm, purposeful effort. 

An urgent and ongoing awareness of one’s purpose in relation 
to God—that’s a vision that breeds lasting contentment.

URGENCYPURPOSEURGENCYPURPOSEURGENCYPURPOSEURGENCYPURPOSEURGENCYPURPOSEURGENCYPURPOSEURGENCYPURPOSEURGENCYPURPOSEURGENCYPURPOSEURGENCYPURPOSEURGENCYPURPOSEURGENCYPURPOSEURGENCYPURPOSEURGENCYPURPOSEURGENCYPURPOSEURGENCYPURPOSEURGENCYPURPOSE

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable,  
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing  

that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.
—1 Corinthians 15:58 (NKJV)
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Peru, 2005. Marcelina Huamán was once entangled with the Maoist terrorist group, Shining 
Path. She has only become literate in her native Cusco Quechua language in the past decade, 
and now pastors and plants churches, like the one seen here, in small Quechua communities. 
Vision 2025 is not just about producing vernacular Scriptures at a faster pace. It’s ultimately about 
transformed lives. It’s about Marcelina.
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Cameroon, 2003. The legacy and heritage of Christian witness among the 
Nso people now bears witness to ongoing translation efforts—here, at an 
Old Testament workshop. These men are local church leaders, part of a team 
of 12 from four denominations working together.
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India, 2006. This woman is from a tribal group of 2.5 
million. I was told there were fewer than 100 Chris-
tians among them. She was not one of them. As I knelt  
before her, camera in position, I recall silently  
repeating to myself, “She is made in the image 
of God. In the image of God. She is made in the  
image of God.”
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PrayerPrayer

Our Father in heaven 

Northwest Territories, Canada, 2003.

Our Greatest ResourceOur Greatest Resource
Prayer

Our Greatest Resource
PrayerPrayer

Our Greatest Resource
Prayer God is calling out to the people of the whole world, in every voice 

that might be heard, including His Word, in every language He created. 
He impresses us with the urgency of the task of Bible translation, so all 
can listen in a language that speaks to the heart. He encourages us to 
partner with others who are like-minded. He builds capacity in us to do 
the work. His are the most creative strategies. And He sustains us each 
step of the way, reminding us that with Him, nothing is impossible. 

When we pray, when we listen, when we wait on the Lord, our 
strength is renewed. Prayer is our greatest resource because it con-

nects us with the main source of all things, Jesus Christ—the Light of 
the World. He hears us, and knows us, on a level as deep as the heavens 
are high above us. And He taught His followers to pray to our Father in 
heaven (Matthew 6:9-13 NKJV),  a prayer displayed above the photo-
graphs in this section.

Just as the Northern Lights are a phenomenon resulting from interac-
tion of the sun with Earth’s atmosphere, our interaction with the Light of the 
World gives us a vision of the very nature of God. He is the light that “shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it” (John 1:5 NLT).

W  hat is prayer, but an ongoing conversation with God? W  hat is prayer, but an ongoing conversation with God? W
In a conversation, sometimes we speak, sometimes we listen. Some of 
the best conversations are found in the silence, when we stop thinking of 
what to say, and “hear” with our eyes and our hearts. As it is written,what to say, and “hear” with our eyes and our hearts. As it is written,

“ Th e heavens declare the glory of God; “ Th e heavens declare the glory of God; 
the skies proclaim the work of his hands. the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 
Day aft er day they pour forth speech; Day aft er day they pour forth speech; 
night aft er night they display knowledge. night aft er night they display knowledge. 

Th ere is no speech or language Th ere is no speech or language 
where their voice is not heard.  where their voice is not heard.  
Th eir voice goes out into all the earth, Th eir voice goes out into all the earth, 
their words to the ends of the world”their words to the ends of the world”
(Psalm 19:1-4 NIV).


