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Connecting you to Bible translation
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saying to yourself, ‘It is talking to me, and about me.”

—Soren Kierkegaard (1813-1855),
Danish philosopher and theologian




e |Putting Faces on 500
JANKE Language Groups

According to our best estimates, Bible translation still
needs to begin in about 2,250 of the world’s languages.

These languages are not evenly spread around the

globe. In fact, 80 per cent of them are located in just

three main regions:
1) the Indonesia-Pacific Archipelago;
2) Central Africa and Nigeria; and
3) Mainland Asia.

Beginning in this calendar issue of Word Alive, and con-
tinuing in subsequent years, we will feature these regions of
greatest Bible translation need—one each year.

In this, the 2009 calendar, we present images from the
Mainland Asia region, which stretches from Southeast Asia
to Central Asia. More than 500 language groups without Bible
translation projects even started are found there.

If we break things down further, the first centre of con-
centration within this Mainland Asia region is South and
Central Asia. In South Asia, translation has not even started
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there for 150 languages, spoken by people from Western
China to India and Nepal. In Central Asia, there are another
100 Bibleless groups.

The region’s second centre, East and Southeast Asia, ranges
from Southwest China through Southeast Asia. This area is
home to 250 languages needing Bible translation.

While these numbers are impressive and significant, they
represent something more substantial—tens of millions of
human beings without God’s Word in their heart languages.
They also represent diverse geographies, livelihoods, cul-
tures, ethnic traditions, political circumstances and religious
practices. To help put a face on all of that, we are presenting
photographs of people from the Mainland Asia region with
each month.

We want this calendar to be practical—to be the calendar
of choice in your home or office, to keep track of important
dates and personal events in 2009. But, most of all, we want
it to be an inspiring reminder for valued partners like you
that there remains a huge unfinished (in some places un-
started) task in Mainland Asia.

As you refer to the calendar, we ask you to pray for a
number of issues:

o Pray that Bible translation for the
remaining languages will begin soon.

« Pray that Wycliffe and other organiza-
tions will be able to partner with local
churches and agencies in the region.

« Pray that God will provide the neces-
sary personnel, prayer and finances
to see the translated Word presented
with clarity—not only in printed
form, but also through audio-visual
media, oral storytelling, song and
even sign languages.

We know that the Bibleless language
groups of Mainland Asia are on God’s
heart. We trust that they will also be on
yours in 2009 and beyond. %
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Wycliffe Canada Vision Statement:
A world where translated Scriptures lead to
transformed lives among people of all languages.
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