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We participated in round-table discussions on the plight of 
indigenous people worldwide with an indigenous non-govern-
mental organization that exists to promote socioeconomic devel-
opment and preserve local culture and language. We participat-
ed in a round table discussion on missions and evangelism with 
Christian university students. We shared drama, music and 
helped facilitate programs in churches and ministries to Muslim 
youth and children who live in the slums. We also shared mes-
sages and testimonies with schools for indigenous children. 

Why have you 
chosen to go 
to South Asia 
specifically for 
these trips?

Part of the reason is because the continent of 
Asia has the largest concentration of indigenous 
languages that are in need of Bible translation 
and language development. Research has shown 
that the participants in short-term trips tend to 
return long term to the location to which they 

first visit. If this is the case, then we need to be taking students to 
places where we really need long-term workers.  

Also, our colleagues in some countries in Asia have been 
pioneering new strategies, focusing on the holistic impact of 
Scripture translation and language development. The focus there 
is not just on the translation and the production of Scripture. 
Rather, success can be measured better when movements are 
started and indigenous people are using Scripture and garnering 
support for global missions among their community. 

I think it is helpful to expose young adults, as the incoming 
generation of workers, to new and innovative strategies that are 
being espoused by Wycliffe worldwide.

(Top of page) A pastor introduces the Vision Trip team to his congregation, 
consisting of Christians from the Chakma people group, shortly before Don 
Lowe shared a message to buoy up the congregation. “It thrills me,” said 
Lowe, “to see people on the other side of the world, who speak a different 
language, worshipping the same God, and feeling the love they have for us 
as fellow brothers and sisters.”

(Above) Coral Brodzki and other team members hand out Canada-
oriented stickers and toys to children from a Christian school. (Left) 
Afterward, Sarah Barnes jumps the language barrier to interact with the chil-
dren by skipping rope with them on a foggy day. (Right) Sarah and a local 
pastor sing and clap to a recording of a song in his local language played 
from his cell phone, while travelling to the school—a 55-km trip taking four 
hours and interrupted by a dozen military check stops. 

“I thought that by going [on the Vision Trip],” explained Barnes, “I might 
get more excited about what Wycliffe is doing and perhaps get guidance as 
to whether this was actually where God was leading me.” It did—Barnes has 
since joined Wycliffe, now serving with Jessica Dempster to mobilize other 
young adults.

“�We also believe that participants’ encounters 

with cross-cultural ministry and personalities 

will make a lasting impact on their lives.”  

Don Lowe (foreground) and other Vision Trip team members got mud washed off 
their feet by villagers, a humbling experience, but completely normal for those 
visiting the community. “Going to South Asia has reassured me that I am able 
to go and serve overseas,” said Lowe of Santa Barbara, Calif., a student at Fuller 
Theological Seminary. “So I feel a lot more comfortable in pursuing that. I am 
planning on pursuing long-term mission after I finish  my seminary education.”



A more tranquil, but still 
unfamiliar experience, 
awaited Kelly Mak and 
Sarah Barnes on a visit 
to the inner room of an 
ornately designed and 
decorated mosque. The 
Vision Trip team got a 
chance to understand 
the fast of Ramadan for 
one day, rising before 
dawn with the Muslim 
population to eat and 
pray, before breaking 
the fast that evening.
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(Left) Kelly Mak extends a comforting hand to Coral Brodzki, after 
angry villagers jostled their team’s van. The people were rioting over 
the death of a local girl (left, at bottom), which they connected to 
ongoing conflict with a neighbouring ethnic community. Driving by 
in the tension-filled scene, the Vision team was incorrectly linked by 
the angry mob to the foreign aid helping the other group. The rioters 
reacted by surrounding the van, yelling and beating on its windows. 

Several picked up stones to throw at the vehicle, but were stopped 
just in time when military approached the group.

“I definitely think,” said Mak in a pre-trip team blog, “God is going 
to challenge me greatly, not only in the big things, but the little 
things. And I believe He will use me to tell others of His goodness and 
glory. I am also hoping that God will use me when I come home to 
push others to be challenged in the same way.”

What part of the trip 
do the participants 
enjoy most? 

Participants find interacting with and hear-
ing the testimonies of indigenous believers 
is most impressive! For example, in August 
2009 we met some believers who have been 

severely persecuted for their decision to follow Christ. Churches 
were burned, limbs cut off, families disintegrated, believers inter-
rogated and tortured, and believers were unable to purchase food 
and medicine because of the discrimination toward Christians. 
These testimonies challenge the participants to stronger faith 
commitments and to really see the need to support the 
Christians in these communities—especially the need for 
Scripture and resources. The interaction with the missionaries 
serving there also helps the participants to see them as “real  
people,” who have struggles, successes, joys and concerns.  

 

Who goes on 
these Vision 
Trips?

Participants come from all over Canada and even 
some from the U.S.A. They are university students, 
recent grads investigating future opportunities, 
working professionals, professionals who are 

investigating the leading of God in their lives, pastors and high 
school students! They come from a background in Bible colleges, 
Christian universities, seminaries, and secular universities, too. 

What impresses 
you about the 
participants? 

I am always impressed by their openness to hear 
from God, and their deep spirituality. They are 
so willing to investigate the deep spots of their 
soul and really enter the hard places—the hard 

places in their own soul that are being transformed as they 
deepen their relationship with Christ, and also the hard places of 

“�Participants find interacting with and hearing the �

testimonies of indigenous believers is most impressive.”



30 Word Alive • Spring 2010 • wycliffe.ca

Armed with first-hand knowledge 
of the spiritual needs of South 
Asia, Jessica Dempster, Don Lowe 
and Coral Brodzki stroll past an old 
Hindu temple while the Vision team 
was on a prayer walk through the 
town with some local pastors. 

the world that God may invite them to serve in. I am so 
impressed by the willingness to do whatever it takes.  The level 
of vulnerability and sharing always inspires me.

I read a lot about the concerns that the older generation has 
of the emerging generation—so many people have beaten down 
their faith, commitment. But you know, the young adults who 
come on these trips totally defy this stereotype! They are com-
mitted and willing to follow God however and wherever He 
leads.  It’s pretty awesome to witness. I am so totally challenged 
by their faith commitments!  

They are willing to make major changes in their lives. For 
example, one participant, Kelly Mak, is willing to sacrifice a 
future in speech pathology for one in multilingual education. 
God deeply spoke to her about her future while on the trip—she 
summed it up in two words “God pursues.” She shared during 
the trip that she “saw the pursuit of God while here.

“The kinds of things we participated in and saw clearly show 
that He is pursuing the indigenous people. He is also pursuing 
me! I have some major decisions to make as I go home and con-
sider my future and God’s will for my life.”

Kelly’s choice to consider her future in the context of global 
ministry and the concerns of the indigenous people worldwide 
is extraordinary. That inspires me!

What do you hope 
the participants will 
come away with?

I pray that the participants will come away 
with greater awareness of the global mission 
and the issues that cross-cultural workers 
face; with a knowledge of the importance of 

Bible translation; with a vision for God’s global kingdom, a vision 
for ministry that includes but stretches beyond local ministry; 
and a challenge to consider their involvement in the Bible transla-
tion movement for their own personal futures! 

“�These testimonies challenge the participants 

to stronger faith commitments and to really 

see the need to support the Christians in 

these communities.”

A Presbyterian congregation waits to welcome the Vision Trip team to 
their church. Such life-changing visits provide young adult Canadians and 
Americans with opportunities to connect with fellow Christians overseas, 
as well as get acquainted with Bible translation and other language-related 
ministries, perhaps someday to serve in cross-cultural work themselves. “I 

have long thought that everyone—no matter what their age—should do 
travelling overseas,” said Vision tripper Sarah Barnes. “It expands people’s 
worldviews from the widely accepted view that is taught and accepted in 
North America that we are all that matters.” 




